VZCZCXYZOOOO 
00  RUEHWEB 

DE  RUEHKT  #0912  0970617 
ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 
O 070617Z  APR  06 
FM  AMEMBASSY  KATHMANDU 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  1020 
INFO  RUEHB J / AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  IMMEDIATE  4153 
RUE HBY/ AMEMBASSY  CANBERRA  IMMEDIATE  0341 
RUEHLM/ AMEMBASSY  COLOMBO  IMMEDIATE  4425 
RUEHCP/AMEMBASSY  COPENHAGEN  IMMEDIATE  0307 
RUEHKA/ AMEMBASSY  DHAKA  IMMEDIATE  9509 
RUEHIL/AMEMBASSY  ISLAMABAD  IMMEDIATE  2407 
RUEHLO/AMEMBASSY  LONDON  IMMEDIATE  3811 
RUEHNE/AMEMBASSY  NEW  DELHI  IMMEDIATE  9505 
RUEHNY/AMEMBASSY  OSLO  IMMEDIATE  0219 
RUEHTC/AMEMBASSY  THE  HAGUE  IMMEDIATE  0282 
RUE HKO / AMEMBAS S Y TOKYO  IMMEDIATE  0746 
RUE HGV/USMIS SION  GENEVA  IMMEDIATE  1104 
RHHMUNA/CDR  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  IMMEDIATE 
RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE 
RUEAIIA/ CIA  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL  KATHMANDU  000912 

SIPDIS 

SIPDIS 

DEPT  FOR  SCA/INS,  PRM 

E . O . 12958:  DECL : 04/07/2016 
TAGS:  PREF  PREL  NP 

SUBJECT:  FOREIGN  MINISTER  ON  REFUGEES 


Classified  By:  Classified  by  James  F.  Moriarty;  Reasons  1.4  (b/d) . 
Keep  Process  Relating  to  Tibetan  Refugees  Quiet 


IQ.  (C)  In  an  April  5 meeting.  Foreign  Minister  Ramesh  Nath 
Pandey  urged  the  Ambassador  to  keep  any  process  relating  to 
Tibetan  refugees  as  quiet  as  possible.  He  also  asked  the 
Ambassador  not  to  put  anything  in  writing  as  that  increased 
the  possibility  of  leaks  to  the  Chinese,  who  continued  to  put 
pressure  on  His  Majesty's  Government  of  Nepal  (HMGN).  He 
added  that  "the  Chinese  are  coming  in  (on  the  Tibetan  issue) 
in  a very  big  way."  The  Ambassador  explained  that  the  USG 
was  moving  forward  on  establishing  on  a process  to  resettle 
the  Tibetans,  but  would  do  it  as  quietly  as  possible. 

Thinking  About  Internationalizing  Bhutanese  Refugee  Issue 


%2 . (C)  FM  Pandey  acknowledged  that  his  two-month  deadline  to 
the  Bhutanese  was  up.  He  said  that  Bhutanese  FM  Wangchuk  had 
not  given  a satisfactory  response,  but  rather  had  only 
proposed  sending  a Bhutanese  team  to  the  camps  to  provoke  the 
refugees,  as  had  happened  in  2003,  which  would  then  allow  the 
Bhutanese  to  claim  there  was  insufficient  security  to 
proceed.  FM  Pandey  explained  he  planned  to  travel  to  Abu 
Dhabi  and  Qatar  April  7-13  and  would  think  about 
internationalization  during  his  travels.  He  promised  to  come 
back  with  "clear  ideas  about  how  to  proceed."  He  noted  that 
he  wanted  to  have  some  sort  of  engagement  with  India  about 
this  issue.  The  Ambassador  again  pushed  FM  Pandey  to  allow 
UNHCR's  re-registration  to  start,  pointing  out  that 
verification  of  Bhutanese  refugee  status  would  be  part  of  any 
resettlement  process. 

Comment 


1.3.  (C)  FM  Pandey  continues  to  worry  about  Chinese  pressure 
and  how  to  balance  that  with  the  U.S.  push  on  Nepal  to  issue 
exit  permits  to  Tibetan  refugees  and  allow  resettlement. 
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